
Technology meets creativity for former Oliver student this summer

By Leslie Plaskett

When Jack Frank’s son goes to work in the morning there is no time clock to punch, papers to push or 
cubicle to confine him. His ‘office’ is unorthodox, to say the least, but even if this future filmmaker 
could have set the stage himself, there is little he would change. It is a world he treasures.

And little wonder. Each day at the Osoyoos Desert Centre unfolds for Andrew Frank somewhat like a 
Discovery documentary–aggressive Rufus Hummingbirds compete with each other at the feeder, 
showing off their russet-red iridescent throat patches. A male Mountain Bluebird drops in and out of the 
habitat garden to pick off insects, flashing the most incredible neon-blue plumage this side of Las 
Vegas. Conversely, a tiny Nuttall’s Cottontail rabbit is barely discernable under the protective covering 
of a silver-leafed sage.

His work here is rather like producing, directing and acting in a virtual reality nature show, and on one 
level this is something with which Frank is well acquainted. His studies at Ryerson University’s 
institute for television and radio arts in Toronto bring in all aspects of filmmaking.

While Meadowlarks trill in the distance, Frank takes a moment before the next guided tour to talk about 
his studies, his summer job at the Desert Centre and the habitat that has become central to his life.
Although his reason for being there ostensibly is summer employment, working at a job that reflects his 
beliefs takes him and the Desert Centre to another level. Frank, a graduate of Southern Okanagan 
Secondary School has just completed his third year at Ryerson University in Toronto, home to one of 
North America’s most prestigious institutes for television, radio and filmmaking. Typically modest 
about his accomplishments, they are many; not the least of which is simply being accepted into the 
program - a rigorous feat in itself.

Well on his way to achieving a Bachelor’s Degree in Radio and Television Arts, Frank says once he is 
finished his studies he would like to come back to BC. But for now he is content to continue with work 
that obviously is another one of his passions, “I have been directing short films, using high definition 
cameras and putting them on DVD,” Frank enthuses.

And while modesty is a charming part of his personality, he will discuss the many awards he has won, 
if pressed to do so, “My latest work was nominated for Best Video at the Television And Radio Arts 
awards,” Frank says, “but I didn’t win this year.”

However he did win last year for best electronic field production. He also has come in with the highest 
Grade Point Average over the past two years and received the CHUM (radio station in Toronto) award 
for excellence in Communication and Design.

This is heady stuff for a graduate of a small school in a small town who is up against the best of the 
best in Toronto, but Frank speaks of his accomplishments with humour as well as pride. “When I 
received the award from CHUM who are strictly radio – while my area is television – it was like 
‘where’s the kid in the suit?’ ” Frank says of his experience.

All of the hard work and awards that result from his effort will help to get him to wedge “a foot-in the-
door” with television. “I am interested in films and directing them but with television you know there is 



work.”

One of the highlights of his studies so far has been an internship with Derek DeKirkoff, “I worked the 
research end and actually was the liaison with the City of Toronto.” Frank says the experience “was fun 
though very academic. I really had to use my people skills, organizing the crew and lining up various 
people. I had to get the copyrights for music cleared and learn about buying the rights to music.”
Talent, creativity and a vision that supercedes the every day are standard requirements at Ryerson, and 
Frank is the embodiment of these skills. Just listening to him describe his film that was nominated for 
the TARA award, says ‘gifted’ in a language anyone can understand.

“I wrote, produced and directed a 20 minute film that cost $470,” he says noting that 20 minutes takes 
on a new meaning when you are putting together a production. He also experienced the dichotomy that 
occurs when a person is both director and producer; an internal struggle that pits economy against 
creativity.

The film was called Synapse and Frank says “it examined the influence media and advertising has on 
our beliefs by seeing through the eyes of a person who has a micro chip implanted in his brain.” The 
chip reveals the world to this person without the filters of preconceived notions. An intriguing concept 
deeply infused with social comment, to say the leaast.

But for now Frank is happy to be home and working in a habitat that is almost genetically programmed 
into his psyche. His grandfather was Carleton MacNaughton a well known conservationist and 
naturalist who had a subtle yet profound impact on his grandson. “I was hugely influenced by him, 
Grandad was always involved as a conservationist in his senior years especially.”

He says that working at the Desert Centre has given him “the opportunity to put names to familiar 
faces. I grew up seeing most of the plants and animals found here but didn’t have extensive knowledge 
about them.”

He credits the job with “totally heightening my awareness by being exposed to biologists and people 
like Dr. Geoff Scudder. If everybody could talk to him for a few minutes we wouldn’t have any 
problem saving the habitat. He imparts the value of the land from a very scientific perspective, and you 
know after you listen to him what a huge loss this will be if it is gone.”

Being a tour guide can have its challenges but Frank says one of the best aspects to the job “is having 
the opportunity to impart my love of the desert to people on the tour and to reveal its subtleties. It is 
exciting when you are able to unlock a brand new world. ”

And an unexpected benefit is that he will be able to produce a video for the Desert Centre. “It will be 
like a mini wildlife documentary. I will camp out for a few nights and do filming. It is in the really 
early stages right now, but I am thrilled to actually get a summer job where I can have this much 
creative control.”

It is a benefit that is sure to work both ways. Andrew Frank will have another video production to add 
to his portfolio and the Desert Centre is guaranteed to have a film of superior quality. In fact those who 
know him now may be saying of him in a very short time, “I knew Andrew Frank when…”


